Introduction: The Coordination Reform was introduced in Norway in 2012 with one of the primary objectives to improve care pathways for patients in need for coordinated services. Furthermore, the reform aims to strengthen primary care through distribution of more responsibility from the specialist health care to the municipalities. Future health and care services depend on municipalities to play a larger part in meeting the expected demand for health services and fulfil the goal of health promotion and early intervention while addressing the needs of patients with chronic diseases. Vertical and horizontal coordination and interaction within health care services is expected to be met by integrated care pathways. Traditionally, such care pathways have served as an institutional standard in specialist health care, and it is currently unknown how suitable they are to primary health care services and municipality organisation. How are these new standards of practice challenged by the existing institutional standards in primary health care, and the history and organizations of the municipalities?
